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it has already effected ; and the wide sphere of usefulness 
which yet remains for it ; — these are its titles to confidence 
and respect. The history of the few and insignificant at- 
tempts to check its progress is full of instruction. It has 
triumphed over every one of them, gaining fresh vigor and 
popularity by the effort, while its assailants have been si- 
lenced and disgraced. It has overcome the coldness and 
skepticism which were the most natural and formidable ob- 
stacles to it at the beginning, and it is now so firmly supported 
by the respect and gratitude of the community at large, that 
any direct "opposition to it is not only futile, but pitiable. 
The Boston Teachers might as well attempt to dam up the 
Mississippi, as to stay its progress. They do not need 
to make the attempt ; for if they are faithful to themselves 
and lo the interests intrusted to their charge, it will redound 
to their own reputation and advantage. It will exalt the 
dignity of their office ; it will surround them with the sym- 
pathies of the public ; it will put into their hands new aids 
and appliances for the performance of their duties ; it will 
advance the reputation of their schools ; it will secure to 
them a richer harvest of esteem and gratitude from their pu- 
pils, who will be indebted to them for a more comprehen- 
sive, liberal, and profitable education than they now receive. 
Let them cheer it onward, then, instead of throwing them- 
selves before it, so as to be prostrated and crushed by its 
irresistible momentum. 



Art. X.— CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — The Library of American Biography. Conducted by Ja- 
eed Spakks. Second Series. Vol. III. Boston : Charles 
C. Little and James Brown. 1844. 12mo. pp. 438. 

We have often called the attention of our readers to the suc- 
cessive volumes of Mr. Sparks's " Library," yet not with great- 
er frequency than was warranted by the inieresting nature of the 
matter contained in them, and by the great value of such fresh 
and well prepared contributions to the stores of American histo- 
ry. The thirteen volumes, to which the work now extends, em- 
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brace an amount of biographical and historical information, 
strictly American in its character, which would be vainly sought 
elsewhere, being derived in many cases from materials that now 
exist only in manuscript, or are very difficult of access. On the 
other hand, the portion derived from well known and easily ac- 
cessible sources is so complete, succinct, and well digested, as 
either to obviate the necessity of applying to the original works 
at all, or materially to lessen the labor of consulting them. The 
great range of the editor's inquiries, and his long experience in 
historical investigations, enable him to point out all the foun- 
tains whence knowledge can be obtained, and his fellow-laborers 
have generally used the materials which he has put into their 
hands with diligence and good taste. If the patronage of the 
public should allow the work to be continued to a sufficient 
length, it will form an illustrative complement to the general his- 
tory of this country, which will be invaluable to the student ei- 
ther of that history, or of the politics, the literature, the science, 
or the antiquities of our American confederacy. We consider 
it as a national work, which will not only richly repay immedi- 
ate and continuous perusal, but will be of great value for pres- 
ervation and reference in future years. It will be a matter of 
good omen for the taste of our countrymen, if, amidst the flood 
of trashy and ephemeral publications now issuing from the press, 
the worth of such a standard work should be generally recog- 
nized, and the editor be encouraged to carry it onward to its nat- 
ural close. 

To show how much he has already accomplished, it may be 
worth while to give a full list of the individuals whose biogra- 
phies are now included in the work, distributing them, for con- 
venience, into three classes, according as they belong to the 
Colonial times, to the annals of the Revolution, or to the history 
of American politics, science, and literature. In the first class, 
we find the names of Cotton Mather, Sir William Phips, Sebas- 
tian Cabot, Robert de la Salle, General Oglethorpe, Jacob Leisler, 
Nathaniel Bacon, John Mason, John Eliot, John Smith, and Sir 
Henry Vane ; to the second belong William Ellery, Israel Put- 
nam, Baron Steuben, Patrick Henry, James Otis, General Sulli- 
van, John Stark, Ethan Allen, Benedict Arnold, Richard Mont- 
gomery, and Anthony Wayne ; and in the third are ranked 
William Pinckney, Lucretia M. Davidson, David Rittenhouse, 
Jonathan Edwards, David Brainerd, William Eaton, Alexander 
Wilson, and Charles Brockden Brown. It is obvious from this 
list, that the work is yet far from being complete, many names 
of much note and interest remaining for the future biographer. 
Among the writers of the lives already published, besides the 
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editor himself, are the two Everetts, Henry Wheaton, W. H. 
Prescott, W. B. O. Peabody and his brother, General Armstrong, 
Professor Channing, William Ware, and C. F. Hoffman. The 
literary execution of the several volumes is quite as good as 
might be expected from such contributors. 

In the volume now before us, which is the one last published, 
we find a life of General Sullivan, by Mr. O. W. B. Peabody ; of 
Jacob Leisler, by Mr. Charles F. Hoffman ; of Nathaniel Bacon, 
by the Rev. William Ware ; and of Major John Mason, by the 
Rev. George E. Ellis. No separate biography of either of these 
individuals has ever before appeared in print ; and important man- 
uscript materials having been freely used in the preparation of 
these memoirs, the book has the attraction of novelty, as well as 
high historic interest, and literary merit. Two of the persons 
here commemorated, Jacob Leisler and Nathaniel Bacon, were 
the leaders of the popular party in the two most remarkable 
contests between the government and the people which took 
place in the Colonial times, and which in some measure prepared 
the minds of men for the final separation of this country from 
the English dominions. In the language of their own day, they 
were rebels, and one of them perished, as such, on the scaffold, 
while the other was probably rescued from the same ignominious 
fate only by his sudden death. The general sentiment of pos- 
terity has reversed this harsh judgment of their rulers, and now 
honors them as martyrs to the true patriot cause. Few persons 
can read the brief and simple narrative, here given, of the events 
in which they were concerned, without acknowledging their claim 
to be considered among the earliest and most honored defenders 
of popular rights on this side of the Atlantic. 

The life of General Sullivan is a neat and interesting sketch 
of a man, whose character and services on the field during the 
Revolutionary contest, and in the civil affairs of his native State 
after the peace, deserve to be remembered with respect and 
gratitude. Mr. Ellis has shown the zeal and industry of an anti- 
quarian, as well as the taste of a scholar, in commemorating the 
exploits of one of those stout old Puritans, ever ready to worship 
God and to fight the Indians, to whom our fathers were indebted 
for protection against the numerous perils which surrounded 
their home in the wilderness. . 



